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With provincial autonomy this position may change to
a very great degree. Instead of one central audit, there may
be an audit department in each Province, with an Auditor-
General responsible to the provincial legislature, and
entirely independent of the provincial executive. The
change from the present position would be very great, but
it would only be a natural consequence of the introduc-
tion of provincial autonomy. The position of an audit
officer is akin to that of a judicial officer, and if the Pro-
vinces can have their own High Courts of Judicature, there
is nothing inherently absurd in their having their own
audit departments. That they may not wish to do so is
entirely a different matter. As far as can be gathered, there
is no inclination to dispense with the services of the
centralized Indian Audit Department.

Whether the Provinces have their own audit services
or use the present agency, they will have to bear the cost
of their own accounts and audit. The Percy Committee
have assumed this in preparing the federal and provincial
budget forecasts discussed in Chapter III. The Provinces
will have to pay Rs. 60 lakhs in all for these departments.